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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

Honorable Louis Dayich, President Judge 

Honorable Jeffry N. Grimes, Judge 

 
 

MOTIONS    ARGUMENTS 

Criminal & Civil & O.C.:   Argument Court: July 24, 2023 

July 10 and 12, 2023 
 

CRIMINAL    CIVIL 

Arraignments: July 10, 2023 Domestic Relations Contempts: July 24, 

ARDs: July 10, 2023 2023    

ARD Revocations:  July 10, 2023  Domestic Relations Appeals: July 24, 

Parole Violations: July 10, 2023  2023 

Plea Court: July 11-13, 2023 

License Suspension Appeals: August 15, 2023 

Argument Court: July 19, 2023 
 

 

ORPHANS    JUVENILE 

Accounts Nisi: July 3, 2023   Plea Day: July 20, 2023 

Accounts Absolute:  July 13, 2023 
 

SUPREME COURT  Convenes in Pgh.: October 16-20, 2023 

SUPERIOR COURT  Convenes in Pgh.:  August 14-18, 2023 

COMMONWEALTH COURT Convenes in Pgh.: October 10-13, 2023 
 

****************************** 

THE GREENE REPORTS 

Owned and published by the GREENE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

Editor:  Kayla M. Sammons 

E-mail address: editor.greenereports@yahoo.com  
 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
 All articles published in The Greene Reports are intended to inform, educate or amuse.  Any article 

deemed by the editorial staff to be reasonably interpreted as offensive, demeaning or insulting to any 
individual or group will not be published. 

 The views expressed in the articles represent the views of the author and are not necessarily the 

views of The Greene Reports or the Greene County Bar Association. 
 The Greene Reports welcomes letters to the Editor both for publication and otherwise.  All letters 

should be addressed to:  Editor, The Greene Reports, Greene County Courthouse, 10 East High Street, 
Waynesburg, PA  15370.  Letters must include signature, address and telephone number.  Anonymous 

correspondence will not be published.  All letters for publication are subject to editing and, upon submission, 

become the property of The Greene Reports. 
 

******************************************** 

THE GREENE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

Christopher M. Simms, President 

Timothy M. Ross, Vice-President 

Allen J. Koslovsky, Secretary 

Lukas B. Gatten, Treasurer 

Jessica L. Phillips, Ex-Officio 

******************************************* 
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******************* 

DEED TRANSFERS                 

******************* 
The following property transfers have been recorded in the Greene County Recorder of Deeds 

office.  

ALEPPO TOWNSHIP 

George L. Pierson to Derrik Courtwright, 2 Tracts, $6,000.00 (6-28-23) 

William C. Monahan a/k/a William Charles Monahan to Harold L. Chambers, et ux., 5 Tracts, 

$233,695.00 (6-29-23) 

ALEPPO AND JACKSON TOWNSHIPS 

Jeanette Sue Morris to Sandhill Royalty LP, 80.54 Acres, O&G, $1,900.00 (6-29-23) 

Cindi Ann Bowen, et ux., to Sandhill Royalty LP, 80.54 Acres, O&G, $1,245.00 (6-29-23) 

Shannon N. Cherrington, et ux., to Sandhill Royalty LP, 80.54 Acres, O&G, $11,200.00 (6-29-

23) 

Miki L. McAlister, et ux., to Sandhill Royalty LP, 80.54 Acres, O&G, $1,245.00 (6-29-23) 

Karl C. Powers to Sandhill Royalty LP, 80.54 Acres, O&G, $1,245.00 (6-29-23) 

CARMICHAELS BOROUGH 

PP206GEO320 Trust, et ux., to Bruce E. Black, Sr., Lots 109 &110, $10,000.00 (6-29-23) 

CUMBERLAND TOWNSHIP 

Michael W. Herrington, et ux., to Rayles Rentals LLC, Lot 22, Cumberland Village Plan, 

$45,000.00 (6-29-23) 

Julie M. White by POA, et al., to Robin Samek, et ux., Lot 242, Crucible Plan, $32,000.00 (6-

29-23) 

Linda J. Simpson to Robert M. Blaker, et ux., 28.460 Acres, $25,000.00 (6-30-23) 

FRANKLN TOWNSHIP 

Margaret L. Conklin Estate, et ux., to Brian Horn, .311 Acre, $85,000.00 (6-29-23) 

Amber Renee Mankey, et ux., to Jacob McCallum, et ux., Lot 11, Glenn A. Arnold Plan, 

$184,000.00 (6-29-23) 

James E. Hixenbaugh, et ux., to Dylan Ely, 3.697 Acres, $190,000.00 (6-29-23) 

Orndorff’s Belgians LLC, et al., to Corbly L. Orndorff, et ux., Tract, $40,000.00 (6-30-23) 

JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP 

Chad E. Louk, et ux., to Brian Yeager, 1.47 Acres, $149,000.00 (6-29-23) 

MORRIS TOWNSHIP 

Carolyn L. Miller to CNX Gas Company, LLC, Corrective, Tracts, O&G< $4,173.48 (6-30-23) 

PERRY TOWNSHIP 

Lana L. Spicer to HR4 Minerals, LLC, 72 Acres, O&G, $12,000.00 (6-30-23) 

SPRINGHILL TOWNSHIP 

Darlene A. Miller to Windridge Minerals, 327.76 Acres, O&G, $3,600.00 (6-29-23) 

WAYNE TOWNSHIP 

Lorraine Hoy Cline to Three  

WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 

Lorie L. Milburn, et ux., to Consol Pennsylvania Coal Company, LLC, et ux., R/W, 28.21 

Acres, $150,000.00 (6-28-23) 
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********************** 

ESTATE NOTICES 
********************** 

NOTICE is hereby given of the grant of letters by the Register of Wills to the Estates of the 

following named decedents. All persons having claims are requested to make known the same 

and all persons indebted to the decedent are requested to make payment to the personal 

representative or his attorney without delay. 

 

FIRST PUBLICATION 

 

BRUMAGE, EILEEN  

 Late of Franklin Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Executor: Robert L. Beabout, 30 Crabapple Drive, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 Attorney: Lukas B. Gatten, Esquire, Logan & Gatten Law Offices, 54 North Richhill 

Street, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 

COLEMAN, CYNTHIA S. 

 Late of Cumberland Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Administratrix: Michele Lee Cook, 102 Ridge Avenue, Rices Landing, PA 15357 

 Attorney: John R. Headley, Esquire, 76 North Richhill Street, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 

DEAN, DIANNE 

 Late of Rices Landing Borough, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Executrix: Cassie Rush, 873 Lone Pine Road, Amity, PA 15311 

 Attorney: Lukas B. Gatten, Esquire, Logan & Gatten Law Offices, 54 North Richhill 

Street, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 

FINNEGAN, MARY RUTH 

 Late of Aleppo Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Executor: Robbie L. Finnegan, 498 Crabapple Road, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 Attorney: Timothy N. Logan, Esquire, Logan & Gatten Law Offices, 54 North Richhill 

Street, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 

KELLEY, HAROLD O. 

 Late of Cumberland Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Executor: David W. Staggers, 153 Reynolds Road, Jefferson, PA 15344 

 Attorney: Timothy N. Logan, Esquire, Logan & Gatten Law Offices, 54 North Richhill 

Street, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 

PRATT, LARRY DALE  

 Late of Cumberland Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Executrix: Judy Hamilton, 195 Haines Road, Carmichaels, PA 15320 

 Attorney: Timothy N. Logan, Esquire, Logan & Gatten Law Offices, 54 North Richhill 

Street, Waynesburg, PA 15370 
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THIRD PUBLICATION 

 

BERRYHILL, CHARLES ALBERT A/K/A CHARLES A. BERRYHILL 

 Late of Waynesburg, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Executor: William R. Berryhill, 150 Oak Street, Carmichaels, PA 15320 

 Attorney: Kirk A. King, Esquire, 77 South Washington Street, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 

BOWSER, JOHN T.  

 Late of Cumberland Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Administratrix: Melinda K. Michniak, 205 Birchwood Lane, Imperial, PA 15126 

 Attorney: Lukas B. Gatten, Esquire, Logan & Gatten Law Offices, 54 N. Richhill 

Street, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 

FERENCE, MARY L. A/K/A MARY LOUISE FERENCE 

 Late of Dunkard Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Executrix: Stella Sue Hall, 114 Cemetery Hill, Dilliner, PA 15327 

 Attorney: Phillip C. Hook, Attorney, 430 East Oakview Drive, Suite 101, Waynesburg, 

PA 15370 

 

KISNER, JOSEPH R. A/K/A JOSEPH RAY KISNER 

 Late of Aleppo Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Executor: Christopher D. Kisner, 768 McCracken Road, Wind Ridge, PA 15380 

 Attorney: Phillip C. Hook, Attorney, 430 East Oakview Drive, Suite 101, Waynesburg, 

PA 15370 

 

MARSH, MARCIA L. 

 Late of Waynesburg, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Administrator: Albert B. Marsh, 169 South Morgan Street, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 Attorney: James A. Walker, Esquire, 219 Fort Pitt Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

 

SOKOL, MARIA L. 

 Late of Carmichaels, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Administrator: Joseph P. Sokol, III, 205 Amelia Avenue, Raleigh, NC 27615 

 Attorney: Kirk A. King, Esquire, 77 South Washington Street, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 

SPANGENBERG, CHARLES WALTER A/K/A CHARLES W. SPANGENBERG 

 Late of Greensboro, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Executrix: Julie R. Gjormand, 487 Virginia Avenue, Herndon, VA 20170 

 Attorney: Kirk A. King, Esquire, 77 South Washington Street, Waynesburg, PA 15370 
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********************** 

SHERIFF’S SALE 
********************** 

By Virtue of a Writ of Execution (Mortgage Foreclosure) 

No. ED-13-2023  AD-833-2022 

Issued out of the Court of Common Pleas of Greene County, Pennsylvania and to me directed, I 

will expose the following described property at public sale at the Greene County Courthouse in 

the City of Waynesburg, County of Greene, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania on: 

 

FRIDAY, JULY 14, 2023 

AT 10:00 O’CLOCK A.M. 

 

All parties in interest and claimants are further notified that a proposed schedule of distribution 

will be on file in the Sheriff’s Office no later than twenty (20) days after the date of the sale of 

any property sold hereunder, and distribution of the proceeds will be made in accordance with 

the schedule ten (10) days after said filing, unless exceptions are filed with the Sheriff’s Office 

prior thereto. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

AD-833-2022 

ALL THAT CERTAIN lot or piece of ground situate in Borough of Carmichaels, County of 

Greene and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

TAX PARCEL NO: 02/14/151 and 02/04/152 

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 222 South Pine Street, Carmichaels, PA 15320 

IMPROVEMENTS: a Residential Dwelling 

SOLD AS THE PROPERTY OF: Ronald Lee Morris 

ATTORNEY’S NAME: Powers Kirn, LLC 

 

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 222 South Pine Street, Carmichaels, PA 15320 

UPI/TAX PARCEL NUMBER: 02/04/151  02/04/152 

 

Seized and taken into execution to be sold as the property of RONALD LEE MORRIS in 

suit of PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Attorney for the Plaintiff:    MARCUS N. SIMMS, Sheriff 

Powers Kirn, LLC     Greene County, Pennsylvania 

Morrestown, NJ 856-802-1000 

 

********************** 

SHERIFF’S SALE 
********************** 

By Virtue of a Writ of Execution (Mortgage Foreclosure) 

No. ED-10-2023  AD-387-2021 

Issued out of the Court of Common Pleas of Greene County, Pennsylvania and to me directed, I 

will expose the following described property at public sale at the Greene County Courthouse in 

the City of Waynesburg, County of Greene, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania on: 
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FRIDAY, JULY 14, 2023 

AT 10:00 O’CLOCK A.M. 

 

All parties in interest and claimants are further notified that a proposed schedule of distribution 

will be on file in the Sheriff’s Office no later than twenty (20) days after the date of the sale of 

any property sold hereunder, and distribution of the proceeds will be made in accordance with 

the schedule ten (10) days after said filing, unless exceptions are filed with the Sheriff’s Office 

prior thereto. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DOCKET# AD-387-2021 

ALL THAT CERTAIN lot of land situate in FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP, County of Greene and 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

IMPROVEMENT consist of a residential dwelling. 

BEING PREMISES: 704 Sherman Avenue, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

SOLD as the property of JENNIFER PORTER and MICHAEL PORTER 

TAX PARCEL# 07-13-111 

ATTORNEY: KML Law Group, P.C. 

 

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 704 Sherman Avenue, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

UPI/TAX PARCEL NUMBER: 07-13-111 

 

Seized and taken into execution to be sold as the property of MICHAEL PORTER, 

JENNIFER K. PORTER in suit of QUICKEN LOANS INC. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Attorney for the Plaintiff:    MARCUS N. SIMMS, Sheriff 

KML Law Group, P.C.    Greene County, Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia, PA 215-627-1322 

 

********************** 

SHERIFF’S SALE 
********************** 

By Virtue of a Writ of Execution (Mortgage Foreclosure) 

No. ED-16-2023  AD-874-2022 

Issued out of the Court of Common Pleas of Greene County, Pennsylvania and to me directed, I 

will expose the following described property at public sale at the Greene County Courthouse in 

the City of Waynesburg, County of Greene, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania on: 

 

FRIDAY, JULY 14, 2023 

AT 10:00 O’CLOCK A.M. 

 

All parties in interest and claimants are further notified that a proposed schedule of distribution 

will be on file in the Sheriff’s Office no later than twenty (20) days after the date of the sale of 

any property sold hereunder, and distribution of the proceeds will be made in accordance with 

the schedule ten (10) days after said filing, unless exceptions are filed with the Sheriff’s Office 

prior thereto. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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ALL THAT CERTAIN PARCEL OF LAND SITUATE IN THE TOWNSHIP OF PERRY, 

GREENE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS 

FOLLOWS: 

PARCEL NO. 20/09/219// 

ALSO KNOWN AS 110 MECHANIC STREET, MOUNT MORRIS, PA 15349 BEING THE 

SAME PREMISES WHICH PHILLIP G. RENNER, JR. AND DONNA JO RENNER, 

HUSBAND AND WIFE, BY DEED DATED SEPTEMBER 20, 2021 AND RECORDED IN 

THE OFFICE OF THE RECORDER OF DEEDS OF GREENE COUNTY ON SEPTEMBER 

20, 2021 IN DEED BOOK 550, PAGE 388, GRANTED AND CONVEYED UNTO JACKSON 

C. TOOTHMAN, SINGLE. 

 

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 110 Mechanic St, Mount Morris, PA 15349 

UPI/TAX PARCEL NUMBER: 20/09/219// 

 

Seized and taken into execution to be sold as the property of MATTHEW CHARLES 

TOOTHMAN, AS BELIEVED HEIR AND/OR ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF 

JACKSON C TOOTHMAN; UNKNOWN HEIRS AND/OR ADMINISTRATORS OF 

THE ESTATE OF JACKSON C TOOTHMAN (IF ANY) in suit of PNC BANK, 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Attorney for the Plaintiff:    MARCUS N. SIMMS, Sheriff 

Manley Deas Kochalski, LLC   Greene County, Pennsylvania 

Columbus, OH 614-220-5611 

 

********************** 

SUPREME COURT NOTICE  
********************** 

SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

DOMESTIC RELATIONS PROCEDURAL RULES COMMITTEE 

 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

 

Proposed Adoption of Pa.R.Civ.P. 1915.11-3 and 

Amendment of Pa.R.Civ.P. 1915.11-1 and 1915.23 

 

The Domestic Relations Procedural Rules Committee is considering proposing to the 

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania the adoption of Pa.R.Civ.P. 1915.11-3 and the amendment of 

Pa.R.Civ.P. 1915.11-1 and 1915.23 for the reasons set forth in the accompanying publication 

report. Pursuant to Pa.R.J.A. 103(a)(1), the proposal is being published in the Pennsylvania 

Bulletin for comments, suggestions, or objections prior to submission to the Supreme Court.  

Any report accompanying this proposal was prepared by the Committee to indicate the 

rationale for the proposed rulemaking. It will neither constitute a part of the rules nor be adopted 

by the Supreme Court.  

Additions to the text of the proposal are bolded and underlined; deletions to the text are 

bolded and bracketed.  

The Committee invites all interested persons to submit comments, suggestions, or 

objections in writing to:  

Lynnore K. Seaton, Counsel 
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Domestic Relations Procedural Rules Committee 

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania Judicial Center 

PO Box 62635 

Harrisburg, PA 17106-2635 

FAX: 717-231-9531 

domesticrules@pacourts.us 

All communications in reference to the proposal should be received by September 13, 

2023. E-mail is the preferred method for submitting comments, suggestions, or objections; any 

e-mailed submission need not be reproduced and resubmitted via mail. The Committee will 

acknowledge receipt of all submissions.  

By Domestic Relations Procedural Rules  

Committee  

David S. Pollock, Esquire  

Chair  

 

Rule 1915.11-1. Parenting Coordination.  

[If a judicial district implements a parenting coordination program, the court shall 

maintain a roster of qualified individuals to serve as parenting coordinators and establish 

the hourly rate at which parenting coordinators shall be compensated. The parenting 

coordinator shall attempt to resolve issues arising out of the custody order by facilitating 

an agreement between the parties and, if unable to reach an agreement, recommend a 

resolution to the court.  

(a) Appointment of a Parenting Coordinator.  

(1) After a final custody order has been entered, a judge may appoint a 

parenting coordinator to resolve parenting issues in cases involving repeated or 

intractable conflict between the parties affecting implementation of the final 

custody order. A parenting coordinator should not be appointed in every case. The 

appointment may be made on the motion of a party or the court's motion.  

(2) Unless the parties consent and appropriate safety measures are in 

place to protect the participants, including the parenting coordinator and other 

third parties, a parenting coordinator shall not be appointed if:  

(i) the parties to the custody action have a protection from 

abuse order in effect;  

(ii) the court makes a finding that a party has been the victim 

of domestic violence perpetrated by a party to the custody action, either 

during the pendency of the custody action or within 36 months preceding 

the filing of the custody action; or  

(iii) the court makes a finding that a party to the custody action 

has been the victim of a personal injury crime, as defined in 23 Pa.C.S. 

§ 3103, which was perpetrated by a party to the custody action.  

(iv) If a party objects to the appointment of a parenting 

coordinator based on an allegation that the party has been the victim of 

domestic violence perpetrated by a party to the custody action, the court 

shall have a hearing on the issue and may consider abuse occurring 

beyond the 36 months provided in subdivision (a)(2)(ii).  

(3) The appointment of a parenting coordinator shall be for a specified 

period, which shall not exceed 12 months. A party may petition the court for an  

 

mailto:domesticrules@pacourts.us
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extension of the appointment or the court in its discretion may extend the 

appointment for an additional period.  

(4) If the parenting coordinator seeks to withdraw from service in a case, 

the parenting coordinator shall petition the court and provide a copy of the 

petition to the parties or the parties' attorneys.  

(5) The parenting coordinator shall set forth in a separate written 

agreement with the parties:  

(i) the amount of any retainer;  

(ii) the hourly rate to be charged;  

(iii) the process for invoices and payment for services;  

(iv) information on the parenting coordination process; and  

(v) provide a signed copy of the agreement to the parties before 

initiating any services.  

Note: The parenting coordinator shall include in the parties' written agreement the hourly 

rate established by the judicial district.  

(b) Qualifications of the Parenting Coordinator.  

(1) A parenting coordinator shall be licensed to practice in the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as either an attorney or a mental health 

professional with a master's degree or higher. At a minimum, the parenting 

coordinator shall have:  

(i) practiced family law for five years or have five years of 

professional post-degree experience in psychiatry, psychology, 

counseling, family therapy, or other comparable behavioral or social 

science field; and  

(ii) specialized training by a provider approved or certified by 

the American Psychological Association, Pennsylvania Psychological 

Association, American Bar Association, Pennsylvania Bar Association, 

Pennsylvania Bar Institute, or American Academy of Matrimonial 

Lawyers. The training shall include:  

(A) five hours in the parenting coordination process;  

(B) ten hours of family mediation;  

(C) five hours of training in domestic violence; and  

(D) in each two-year period after the initial 

appointment, ten continuing education credits on any topic 

related to parenting coordination with a minimum of two hours 

on domestic violence.  

(2) An attorney or a mental health professional seeking an appointment 

as a parenting coordinator:  

(i) shall sign an affidavit attesting that he or she has met the 

qualifications outlined in (b)(1);  

(ii) shall submit the affidavit to the president judge or 

administrative judge of the judicial district where the parenting 

coordinator is seeking appointment; and  

(iii) after submission of the initial affidavit, a parenting 

coordinator shall submit a new affidavit every two years attesting that 

he or she continues to meet the qualifications for a parenting coordinator 

outlined in (b)(1).  
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(c) Appointment Order. The parenting coordinator's authority as delineated in 

subdivision (d) shall be included in the order appointing the parenting coordinator, which 

shall be substantially in the form set forth in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1915.22.  

(d) Scope of Authority of the Parenting Coordinator. The parenting coordinator 

shall have the authority to recommend resolutions to the court on issues related to the 

custody order if the parties are unable to reach an agreement.  

(1) To implement the custody order and resolve related parenting issues 

about which the parties cannot agree, the parenting coordinator is authorized to 

recommend resolutions to the court about issues that include, but are not limited 

to:  

(i) places and conditions for custodial transitions between 

households;  

(ii) temporary variation from the custodial schedule for a 

special event or particular circumstance;  

(iii) school issues, apart from school selection;  

(iv) the child(ren)'s participation in recreation, enrichment, 

and extracurricular activities, including travel;  

(v) child-care arrangements;  

(vi) clothing, equipment, toys, and personal possessions of the 

child(ren);  

(vii) information exchanges (e.g., school, health, social) 

between the parties and communication with or about the child(ren);  

(viii) coordination of existing or court-ordered services for the 

child(ren) (e.g., psychological testing, alcohol or drug 

monitoring/testing, psychotherapy, anger management);  

(ix) behavioral management of the child(ren); and  

(x) other related custody issues that the parties mutually have 

agreed in writing to submit to the parenting coordinator, which are not 

excluded in subdivision (d)(2).  

(2) The following issues are excluded from the parenting coordinator's 

scope of authority:  

(i) a change in legal custody as set forth in the custody order;  

(ii) a change in primary physical custody as set forth in the 

custody order;  

(iii) except as set forth in subdivision (d)(1)(ii), a change in the 

court-ordered custody schedule that reduces or expands the child(ren)'s 

time with a party;  

(iv) a change in the residence (relocation) of the child(ren); (v) 

determination of financial issues, other than allocation of the parenting 

coordinator's fees as set forth in subdivision (g)(1); (vi) major decisions 

affecting the health, education, or religion of the child(ren); and (vii) 

other issues limited by the appointing judge.  

(3) Unless the parties consent, the parenting coordinator shall not 

contact collateral sources or speak with the child(ren) and to effectuate this 

provision, the parties shall execute releases, as necessary, authorizing the 

parenting coordinator to communicate with the appropriate individuals. Any 

communication with the collateral sources or child(ren)shall be limited to the 

issue(s) currently before the parenting coordinator.  

(e) Communications. No Testimony.  
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(1) Communication between the parties or the parties' attorneys and the 

parenting coordinator is not confidential.  

(2) A party or a party's attorney may communicate in writing with the 

parenting coordinator, but shall contemporaneously send a copy of the written 

communication to the other party or the other party's attorney. Documents, 

recordings, or other material that one party gives to the parenting coordinator 

shall be promptly made available to the other party or the other party's attorney 

for inspection and copying.  

(3) The parties and their attorneys may receive, but not initiate, oral ex 

parte communication with the parenting coordinator. A parenting coordinator 

may initiate oral communication with a party or party's attorney, but shall 

promptly advise the other party or the other party's attorney of the 

communication.  

(4) Communication between the parenting coordinator and the court 

shall be in writing and copies of the written communication shall be sent 

contemporaneously to the parties or the parties' attorneys.  

(5) A party cannot compel the testimony of a parenting coordinator 

without an order of court.  

(f) Recommendations. Objecting to the Recommendation. Judicial Review. 

Record Hearing.  

(1) The parenting coordinator shall provide to the parties notice and an 

opportunity to be heard on the issues.  

(2) The parenting coordinator's recommendation shall be in writing on 

the Summary and Recommendation of the Parenting Coordinator form set forth 

in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1915.23 and sent to the court for review within two days after 

hearing from the parties on the issues. The parenting coordinator shall serve a 

copy of the Summary and Recommendation on the parties or the parties' 

attorneys.  

(3) A party objecting to the recommendation shall file a petition for a 

record hearing before the court within five days of service of the Summary and 

Recommendation of the Parenting Coordinator form. The petition must 

specifically state the issues to be reviewed and include a demand for a record 

hearing. A copy of the recommendation shall be attached to the petition. In 

accordance with Pa.R.C.P. No. 440, the objecting party shall serve the petition on 

the other party or the other party's attorney and the parenting coordinator.  

(4) If the parties do not file an objection within five days of service of the 

parenting coordinator's recommendation, the court shall:  

(i) approve the recommendation;  

(ii) approve the recommendation in part and conduct a record 

hearing on issues not approved;  

(iii) remand the recommendation to the parenting coordinator 

for more specific information; or  

(iv) not approve the recommendation and conduct a record 

hearing on the issues.  

(5) As soon as practical, the court shall conduct a record hearing on the 

issues specifically set forth in the petition. The court shall render a decision within 

the time set forth in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1915.4(d).  

(6) If a party makes a timely objection, the recommendation shall 

become an interim order of court pending further disposition by the court.  

The Greene Reports 
-----------------------------------7/6/23--------------------------------------13 

 

(g) Fees.  

(1) The appointing judge shall allocate between the parties the fees of the 

parenting coordinator. The parenting coordinator may reallocate the fees, subject 

to the approval of the court, if one party has caused a disproportionate need for 

the services of the parenting coordinator.  

(2) To limit the financial burden on the parties, a parenting coordinator 

should meet with the parties only upon a request of a party to resolve an issue 

about which the parties disagree.  

(3) Waiver of fees or reduced fees. Judicial districts implementing a 

parenting coordination program shall effectuate a policy or program by local rule 

so that indigent or low-income parties may participate in the parenting 

coordination program at a reduced fee or no fee.]  

(The following text is entirely new.) 

(a) Parenting Coordination Program.  

(1) If a judicial district implements a parenting coordination program, the 

court shall:  

(i) maintain a roster of qualified individuals to serve as parenting 

coordinators; and  

(ii) establish the hourly rate at which parenting coordinators shall 

be compensated.  

(2) The parenting coordinator shall:  

(i) attempt to resolve issues arising out of the custody order by 

facilitating an agreement between the parties; and  

(ii) if unable to reach an agreement, recommend a resolution to the 

court.  

(b) Parenting Coordinator Appointment.  

(1) Appointment. After a final custody order has been entered, a judge may 

appoint a parenting coordinator to resolve parenting issues in cases involving repeated 

or intractable conflict between the parties, that affects the implementation of the final 

custody order.  

(i) A parenting coordinator should not be appointed in every case.  

(ii) The appointment may be made on the motion of a party or the 

court’s motion.  

(2) Domestic Violence Exception. In matters that involve domestic violence, 

a hearing shall be held to determine if the appointment of a parenting coordinator is 

appropriate.  

(i) Domestic violence matters include the following:  

(a) the parties to the action have a protection from abuse 

order in effect;  

(b) the court finds that a party has been the victim of 

domestic violence perpetrated by a party to the action, either during 

the pendency of the action or within 36 months preceding the filing 

of the action; or  

(c) the court finds that a party to the action has been the 

victim of a personal injury crime, as defined in 23 Pa.C.S. § 3103, 

which was perpetrated by a party to the action.  

(ii) In the hearing, the court may consider abuse occurring beyond 

the 36 months provided in subdivision (b)(2)(ii).  
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(iii) Safety measures shall be in place to protect the parties, 

parenting coordinator, and third parties if a parenting coordinator is 

appointed in these matters.  

(3) Duration of Appointment.  

(i) The appointment of a parenting coordinator shall be for a 

specified period, which shall not exceed 12 months.  

(ii) A party may petition the court for an extension of the 

appointment or the court in its discretion may extend the appointment for an 

additional period.  

(4) Withdraw. If the parenting coordinator seeks to withdraw from service 

in a case, the parenting coordinator shall petition the court and provide a copy of the 

petition to the parties or the parties’ attorneys.  

(5) Written Agreement. The parenting coordinator shall set forth in a 

separate written agreement with the parties:  

(i) the amount of any retainer;  

(ii) the hourly rate to be charged;  

(iii) the process for invoices and payment for services;  

(iv) information on the parenting coordination process; and  

(v) provide a signed copy of the agreement to the parties before 

initiating any services.  

(c) Parenting Coordinator Qualifications.  

(1) A parenting coordinator shall be licensed to practice in the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as either an attorney or a mental health professional 

with a master’s degree or higher.  

(2) At a minimum, the parenting coordinator shall have:  

(i) practiced family law for five years or have five years of 

professional post-degree experience in psychiatry, psychology, counseling, 

family therapy, or other comparable behavioral or social science field; and  

(ii) specialized training by a provider approved or certified by the 

American Psychological Association, Pennsylvania Psychological 

Association, American Bar Association, Pennsylvania Bar Association, 

Pennsylvania Bar Institute, or American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers. 

The training shall include:  

(A) five hours in the parenting coordination process;  

(B) ten hours of family mediation;  

(C) five hours of training in domestic violence; and  

(D) in each two-year period after the initial appointment, 

ten continuing education credits on any topic related to parenting 

coordination with a minimum of two hours on domestic violence.  

(3) An attorney or a mental health professional seeking an appointment as a 

parenting coordinator:  

(i) shall sign an affidavit attesting that he or she has met the 

qualifications outlined in subdivisions (c)(1) and (c)(2);  

(ii) shall submit the affidavit to the president judge or 

administrative judge of the judicial district where the parenting coordinator 

is seeking appointment; and  

(iii) after submission of the initial affidavit, a parenting coordinator 

shall submit a new affidavit every two years attesting that he or she continues  
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to meet the qualifications for a parenting coordinator outlined in subdivision 

(c)(1) and (c)(2).  

(d) Appointment Order. The parenting coordinator’s authority as delineated in 

subdivision (e) shall be included in the order appointing the parenting coordinator, which shall 

be substantially in the form set forth in Rule 1915.22.  

(e) Scope of Authority of the Parenting Coordinator. If the parties are unable to 

reach an agreement, the parenting coordinator shall have the authority to recommend resolutions 

to the court on issues related to the custody order.  

(1) Issues Included. To implement the custody order and resolve related 

parenting issues about which the parties cannot agree, the parenting coordinator is 

authorized to recommend resolutions to the court about issues that include, but are not 

limited to:  

(i) places and conditions for custodial transitions between 

households;  

(ii) temporary variation from the custodial schedule for a special 

event or particular circumstance;  

(iii) school issues, apart from school selection;  

(iv) the child’s participation in recreation, enrichment, and 

extracurricular activities, including travel;  

(v) child-care arrangements;  

(vi) clothing, equipment, toys, and the child’s personal 

possessions;  

(vii) information exchanges (e.g., school, health, social) between 

the parties and communication with or about the child;  

(viii) coordination of existing or court-ordered services for the 

child (e.g., psychological testing, alcohol or drug monitoring/testing, 

psychotherapy, anger management);  

(ix) the child’s behavioral management; and  

(x) other related custody issues that the parties mutually have 

agreed in writing to submit to the parenting coordinator, which are not 

excluded in subdivision (e)(2).  

(2) Excluded Issues. The following issues are excluded from the parenting 

coordinator’s scope of authority:  

(i) a change in legal custody as set forth in the custody order;  

(ii) a change in primary physical custody as set forth in the custody 

order;  

(iii) except as set forth in subdivision (e)(1)(ii), a change in the 

court-ordered custody schedule that reduces or expands the child’s time with 

a party;  

(iv) a change in the child’s residence (relocation);  

(v) determination of financial issues, other than allocation of the 

parenting coordinator’s fees as set forth in subdivision (h)(1);  

(vi) major decisions affecting the child’s health, education, or 

religion; and  

(vii) other issues limited by the appointing judge.  

(3) Collateral Sources.  

(i) Unless the parties consent, the parenting coordinator shall not 

contact collateral sources or speak with the child.  
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(ii) To effectuate subdivision (e)(3)(i), the parties shall execute 

releases, as necessary, authorizing the parenting coordinator to communicate 

with the appropriate individuals.  

(iii) Any communication with the collateral sources or child shall 

be limited to the issue currently before the parenting coordinator.  

(f) Communications. No Testimony.  

(1) Communication between the parties or the parties’ attorneys and the 

parenting coordinator is not confidential.  

(2) Written Communication.  

(i) A party or a party’s attorney may communicate in writing with 

the parenting coordinator.  

(ii) Contemporaneously with communications with the parenting 

coordinator as provided in subdivision (f)(2)(i), the party shall send a copy 

of the written communication to the other party or the other party’s attorney.  

(3) Documents, recordings, or other material that a party gives to the 

parenting coordinator shall be promptly made available to the other party or the other 

party’s attorney for inspection and copying.  

(4) Oral Communication.  

(i) The parties and their attorneys may receive, but not initiate, oral 

ex parte communication with the parenting coordinator.  

(ii) A parenting coordinator may initiate oral communication with 

a party or party’s attorney but shall promptly advise the other party or the 

other party’s attorney of the communication.  

(5) Communication between the parenting coordinator and the court shall be 

in writing and copies of the written communication shall be sent contemporaneously to 

the parties or the parties’ attorneys.  

(6) A party cannot compel the testimony of a parenting coordinator without 

an order of court.  

(g) Recommendations. Objecting to the Recommendation. Judicial Review. 

Record Hearing.  

(1) The parenting coordinator shall provide to the parties notice and an 

opportunity to be heard on the issues.  

(2) The parenting coordinator’s recommendation shall be in writing on the 

Summary and Recommendation of the Parenting Coordinator form, which shall be 

substantially in the form set forth in Rule 1915.23.  

(i) The parenting coordinator shall send the recommendation to the 

court for review within two days after hearing from the parties on the issues.  

(ii) The parenting coordinator shall serve a copy of the 

recommendation on the parties or the parties’ attorneys, concurrently with 

sending the recommendation to the court.  

(iii) The parenting coordinator’s recommendation shall be binding 

on the parties pending the court’s disposition pursuant to subdivisions (3) or 

(4) below.  

(3) A party objecting to the recommendation shall file a petition for a record 

hearing before the court within five days of service of the recommendation.  

(i) The petition must specifically state the issues to be reviewed 

and include a demand for a record hearing. A copy of the recommendation 

shall be attached to the petition.  
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(ii) In accordance with Rule 440, the objecting party shall serve the 

petition on the other party or the other party’s attorney and the parenting 

coordinator.  

(iii) As soon as practical, the court shall conduct a record hearing 

on the issues specifically set forth in the petition.  

(4) If the parties do not file an objection within five days of service of the 

parenting coordinator’s recommendation, the court shall:  

(i) approve the recommendation;  

(ii) approve the recommendation in part and conduct a record 

hearing on issues not approved;  

(iii) remand the recommendation to the parenting coordinator for 

more specific information; or  

(iv) not approve the recommendation and conduct a record hearing 

on the issues.  

(5) The court shall render a decision within the time set forth in Rule 1915.4.  

(6) The court’s decision shall be served on the parties and the parenting 

coordinator.  

(h) Fees.  

(1) Allocation.  

(i) The appointing judge shall allocate between the parties the fees 

of the parenting coordinator.  

(ii) The parenting coordinator may reallocate the fees, subject to 

the approval of the court, if one party has caused a disproportionate need for 

the services of the parenting coordinator.  

(2) Limitation. To limit the financial burden on the parties, a parenting 

coordinator should meet with the parties only upon a request of a party to resolve an 

issue about which the parties disagree.  

(3) Enforcement. If one or both parties fail to pay according to the parenting 

coordinator’s agreement, the parenting coordinator may file a recommendation with 

the court to order the parties to pay.  

(4) Waiver of Fees or Reduced Fees. Judicial districts implementing a 

parenting coordination program shall effectuate a policy or program by local rule so 

that indigent or low-income parties may participate in the parenting coordination 

program at a reduced fee or no fee.  

Comment: The parenting coordinator shall include in the parties’ written agreement the hourly 

rate established by the judicial district.  

 

Rule 1915.11-3. Certification of Parenting Coordination Program.  

(a) Implementation. Each judicial district may determine if they are implementing a 

parenting coordination program.  

(b) Certification. The president judge or the administrative judge of the Family 

Division of each judicial district shall certify if they have established a parenting coordination 

program. The certification shall be filed with the Domestic Relations Procedural Rules 

Committee, and shall be substantially in the following form:  

I hereby certify that __________ County has implemented a parenting coordination 

program in accordance with Pa.R.Civ.P. 1915.11-1. 

_________________     _______________ 

(President Judge)  (Administrative Judge)  
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Comment: For a list of judicial districts having a parenting coordination program see 

https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/committees/rules-committees/domesticrelations-

procedural-rules-committee.  

 

Rule 1915.23. Form of the Summary and Recommendation of the Parenting Coordinator.  

The recommendation of the parenting coordinator shall be in writing and shall be in 

substantially the following form:  

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARENTING 

COORDINATOR 

The undersigned, the duly appointed parenting coordinator in the above-captioned 

matter, pursuant to the Order of Court dated ___________, 20__, after submission of the issue 

described below and after providing the parties with an opportunity to heard on the issue, the 

parenting coordinator sets forth the following:  

SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S) 

1. Description of the issue(s): 

_____________________________________________________________________

___________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

___________________________  

 

2. The respective parties’ position on the issue(s): 

_____________________________________________________________________

___________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

___________  

________________________________________ 

 

AGREEMENT 

 If the parties reached an agreement, please provide the terms below: 

_____________________________________________________________________

___________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

___________________________  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

_____________________________________________________________________

___________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

___________________________  

 

Within five days of the date set forth below, a party may object to this recommendation 

by filing a petition with the court and requesting a record hearing before the judge as set forth in 

Pa.R.Civ.P. [No.] 1915.11-1([f]g)(3).  

The undersigned parenting coordinator certifies that this Summary and 

Recommendation of the Parenting Coordinator has been served on the court and the parties or 

the parties’ attorneys on the date set forth below  

_______  ________________________________ 

Date  Parenting Coordinator  
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ORDER OF COURT 

JUDICIAL REVIEW OF PARENTING COORDINATOR’S RECOMMENDATION  

 

 The Recommendation is approved. 

 The Recommendation is approved in part. The issue(s) not approved by the court is/are: 

_____________________________________________________ and a record hearing is 

scheduled for 

________________, 20__ at __________ a.m./p.m. before the undersigned.  

 The Recommendation is remanded to the parenting coordinator for additional information on 

the following issue(s): _______ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

___________________ 

 The Recommendation is not approved and a record hearing on the issue(s) is scheduled for 

________________, 20___ at __________ a.m./p.m. before the undersigned.  

 

By the Court:  

_________  _____________________  

Date      J.  

 

SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

DOMESTIC RELATIONS PROCEDURAL RULES COMMITTEE 

 

PUBLICATION REPORT 

 

The Domestic Relations Procedural Rules Committee (Committee) proposes the 

adoption of Pennsylvania Rule of Civil Procedure 1915.11-3 and the amendment of 

Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure 1915.11-1 and 1915.23. These rules pertain to parenting 

coordination.  

The Committee received a written request to publicly provide a list of all counties that 

have adopted local rules related to parenting coordination. It was suggested that this will assist 

attorneys, particularly those who have multiple county practices in advising their clients on the 

availability of parenting coordination. To address this request, the Committee proposes Rule 

1915.11-3, which requires certification by counties that have implemented parenting 

coordination procedures. This approach is similar to the requirement that counties certify their 

conference procedures in support, custody, and divorce. See Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.10, 1915.4-1, and 

1920.55-1.  

The Committee was also requested to amend Rule 1915.11-1. Initially, the Committee 

proposes that the rule be re-structured stylistically for ease of reading and reference.  

It was suggested that the current requirement of consent from both parties in matters 

that involve domestic violence creates the opportunity for the abuser to further control the 

victim by withholding consent to parenting coordination, and therefore requiring more costly 

litigation, rather than resolving issues through the parenting coordinator. After discussing the 

complexities of this issue, the Committee proposes that subdivision (b)(2) of the rule be 

amended to remove the consent provision and to require that the court hold a hearing before 

appointing parenting coordinators in all matters that involve domestic violence. This would 

allow the court to determine the appropriateness of parenting coordination and ascertain if 

appropriate safety measures are possible.  

The Committee also considered methods for parenting coordinators to enforce 

payment of their fees. In the absence of a provision related to the enforcement of their fee  
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agreement, the parenting coordinator cannot enforce the agreement except by reaching out 

directly to the judge who assigned the case to them. To address this issue, the Committee 

proposes that the rule be amended in subdivision (h)(3) to permit, if one or both parties fail to 

pay according to the parenting coordination agreement, the parenting coordinator to file a 

recommendation with the court requiring the parties to pay before seeking to withdraw from the 

case.  

An additional proposal is to add language to subdivision (g)(2)(iii) to confirm that the 

parenting coordinator’s recommendation is binding pending the disposition by the court even if 

objections are not filed. This is the current practice; however, it is not specifically stated in the 

rule. Some parties or courts may interpret this omission as the parenting coordinator’s 

recommendation having no effect until the court approves it.  

The Committee also proposes that language be added to subdivision (g)(7) stating that 

the court will serve the parenting coordinator with decisions regarding recommendations. 

Currently, there is no such requirement which may result in the parenting coordinator not being 

aware of the terms of the final order.  

Finally, the Committee received a request to amend the form in Rule 1915.23 to 

include a recitation of the parties’ agreement if one is reached. Currently, there is no uniform 

method for parenting coordinators to submit agreements to the court. The Committee believes 

revising this form will allow parenting coordinators to record the parties’ agreement quickly and 

efficiently. The revision may also assist the court to have a record of the agreement for purposes 

of enforcement and context in any subsequent modification or special relief hearings.  

The Committee invites comments, concerns, and suggestions regarding this 

rulemaking proposal. 

 


